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Sir: ' 

Further to the Suspension of Action requested along with the Request for Continued 

Examination (RCE) filed January 12, 2004, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 

continue prosecution at the end of the requested period. 

Applicant submits herewith a Declaration Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.132 for the Examiner's 
consideration and which is believed to address each of the Examiner's points raised in the 
Advisory Action dated January 5, 2004 as well as the final rejection of August 12, 2003. 

Applicant also submits herewith a sample of a tape reel of the present invention. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
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Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 



Fee and the Pubhcation Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880, Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFRCE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Respectfully submitted. 




Paul F. Neils 
Registration No. 33,102 



Date: March 19, 2004 
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DECLARATION UNDER 37 C-FJl. § 1.132 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, V A 223 1 3-1 450 

Sir: 

I, Kiyoo MORTTA, hereby declare and state that: 

In 1985, I obtained a Master's Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Waseda 
University. 

In 1 986, 1 became employed by Fuji Photo Film Co. 

From 1 986 to now I have been engaged in research and development relating to working 
parts for a recording media. Since 1997, 1 have extensive experience in the design, development 
and analysis of magnetic tape cassettes for use in video, audio, computer and similar devices. I 
have read the U.S. Patent Application No. 10/020,956 filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on December 19, 2001 and entitled TAPE REEL, and claiming priority from Japanese 
Patent Application 2000-385602 filed December 19, 2000, including the Figures 1-5 which were 
part of the originally filed application. It is my opinion that one of ordinary skill in the field of 
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tape reels for magnetic tape cassettes would have been able to make and use the invention filed 

in plaims 1-3 based on the information provided in the original ^plication. 

Based on my extensive experience in this field, I am familiar with the level of skill in the 

art in the field as it existed on December 19, 2000. 

1. More specifically, the Examiner maintains that he 

cannot see the upper and lower flanges moving towards each other when the 
magnetic tape is being wrapped around the hub. For instance, in Figure 2, the outer wall 
1 la is connected to the lower flange 13, but the upper flange 12 is not connected to the 
outer wall 11a, instead it is fastened by lie. Therefore, as the magnetic tape is being 
wound around the hub, only the lower flange 13 would move toward upper flange 12 
because of the force on the hub is buckling the lower flange, thus decreasing the distance 
between said upper flange and said lower flange. The upper flange 12 cannot be moved 
even though it is secured to the hub by festeners. 

(See the paragraph bridging pages 2 and 3 of the final Office Action dated August 12, 2003). 

Further, in the Advisory Action dated January 5, 2004, the Examiner alleges that pages 7 
and 8 of the subject application explain that the upper flange 12 is bonded to hub 1 1, "only by 
means of the weldable bosses 1 1 e, and nowhere in the specification points out that the upp er 
flange 12 is bonded to the outer peripheral wall 11a ." (emphasis in the original). 

However, for the following reasons, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art afl:er reading the subject application, to fiilly understand how the upper flange is moved 
downwardly and the lower flange is moved upwardly. 

In particular, I explain the principle of the moving of the upper flange and the lower 

flange. 

1) The upper flange 12 and the hub wall 11a are not welded, as is shown in the 
following figure. 

2) The hub 1 1 is deformed as shown in the figure by the radial force of the tape. 
The upper flange is connected with the hub via the weldable bosses 1 1 e. A 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § L132 
U.S. Application No.: 10/020,956 



cylindrical portion of the hub is deformed in a radial direction, as shown in 
broken lines by winding the tape, thereby an inner rib is also deformed. The 
deformation of the inner rib causes a inclination of the base portion of the 
weldable bosses and the upper flange is deformed as shown in the figure. 




n. In the final Office Action dated August 12, 2003, the Examiner further requested 
clarification regarding Applicant's data showing a change of the distance of the upper flange and 
the lower flange. 

In the Response under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 filed on December 11, 2003, three explanatory 
Figures A, B and C were submitted in order to facilitate the Examiner's understanding of the 
operation of the present invention and, in particular, how the upper and lower flanges are 
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* deflected toward each other over an entire circumference thereof. Figure A shows the 
experimental apparatus used to measure the deflection of the present invention, wherein a 
measuring head was positioned to contact on the upper sur&ce of the upper flange, and another 
measuring head was positioned to contact the lower surface of the lower flange. A base level 
was set under the lower flange. 

Moreover, Figure B shows a positional variation in millimeters (mm). Thus, the units 
involved were in fact millimeters (mm): In this regard, note that the data discussed by 
Applicant's representative during an interview on November 21, 2003 was likewise directed to a 
positional variation. There were margins of error involved in the measurements. Accuracy of 
the measurements is about S ^m. The surface roughness of 1 0 ^m does not affect the data in any 
way, since the deformation amount is about 0.08 mm. 

Figure C also shows how the cylindrical portion of the hub is deformed so that the upper 
flange is moved downwardly and the lower flange is moved upwardly. 

In view of the foregoing, and given the description of the present application, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have understood that afler tape is wrapped around the hub, the 
upper flange is moved downwardly and the lower flange is moved upwardly. Accordingly, it is 
my opinion that the ordinarily skilled artisan would have been able to make and use the invention 
defined in claims 1-3 given the information provided in the originally filed application. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that the 
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^ * Statements were made with the knowledge that willful &lse statements and the like so made are 

punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful &lse statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 

^ patent issuing thereon. 



Date: t o^g cV . 

^ / Name 
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